THE MANAWATŪ PEOPLE'S RADIO
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

SEPTEMBER 2020

panui
HUBS AND
PORTABLE
STUDIOS

MPR IS COMING TO YOU!
As we came out of the lockdown and descended through to level 1,
MPR forged a funding relationship with the Central Energy Trust

that resulted in the acquisition of 2 portable studios. The primary
purpose of these studios is to connect with rural communities and

those that cannot travel regularly to our location in Palmerston
North.

It is our intention that this project will grow and develop to ensure
coverage of our entire region, but to begin with, we have firmed up

our relationships with Ashhurst and Feilding Libraries to use them
as the venues for our mobile locations.

We will be hosting an information and discussion event on

Thursday the 8th of October, 3:30 - 5pm at Ashhurst Library. We’ll

tell the community what we intend to offer, and the community
can feedback and ensure that what we offer is a right fit.

We’re thrilled to offer the MPRHubs project to the region, and we’re
keen to hear from anyone that would be interested in us visiting
their community regularly, recording content and / or interviews
for broadcast, live stream and podcast.

Email info@mpr.nz if you have any questions or are interested in
finding out more.
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MORE AT MPR.NZ/DONATE
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As you are likely aware, the elections scheduled for

the 19th of September have been postponed until the
17th of October. Locally, there is further interest in our

electorate with the news that Iain Lees-Galloway MP
will not be seeking reelection. This means that local

candidates are working harder than ever to secure
your vote.

As in previous years, MPR is committed to ensuring

our listeners have access to content that may inform
them prior to ticking the ballot paper. Our flagship

event continues our relationship with the Manawatū
Standard in providing “The People and the Policy” at

the Globe Theatre on the 26th of September at 3pm.
This will be a chance to hear the candidates

your vote
matters
Manawatū Young Professionals Network
“Candidates Q & A”

Hancock Community House

5:30pm Thursday 10th September
PN Community Services Council
“Meet the Candidates"

Hancock Community House

12pm Thursday 24th September

interviewed about their personal motivations and

campaigning, as well as fielding questions from the
audience, listeners and readers on issues relevant to
them.

We hope that the event will provide a little light
entertainment

and

levity

along

side

careful

consideration of issues in these unprecedented
times. We’re also thrilled to say that iSign / Deaf

Aotearoa are helping us ensure the best accessibility
to

the

event

possible

interpretation on the day.

with

sign

language

MPR is also supporting other election events in the

community in the run up to the election, and we will

record these for broadcast in our Sunday Live Zone
and make them available as podcasts on MPR.nz.
These events are listed on the left.

thank you!

·

The work of MPR is supported by a variety

“The People and The Policy”

invest in who we are and what we do. Our

3pm Saturday 26th September

Community Trust, PNCSC Small Grants

MPR / Manawatū Standard

of philanthropic funders who believe and

Globe Theatre

sincere thanks go to Eastern and Central

·

Manawatū Tenants Union

“Renters Vote 2020: Candidate Q&A"
All Saints Church

5:30pm Wednesday 30th September

fund, and The Methodist Communication
Fund for funding our ongoing work.

SUPPORTED BY
MPRPANUI

MPR'S ON DEMAND STREAMS FOR THE FIRST HALF OF 2020 HAVE
SHOWN CONSIDERABLE GROWTH COMPARED TO THE SAME TIME
PERIODS OF 2018 AND 2019! THIS YEAR, WE HAVE HAD OVER
92K STREAMS! 2019 HAD JUST OVER 59K, AND 2018 JUST OVER
23K.

FROM THE CONTENT TEAM

NAMASTE

August sees a new structure in place at MPR. Hugh and Sam
both have new job titles: “Content Coordinator” and “Content
Assistant” respectively, and are now working together under
the banner of the Content Team. From the perspective of
content creators, this probably doesn’t mean a lot – a
different person might push the button that makes your show
sound good, but that will still happen. For the station, it means
a new and more coordinated approach to everything we put
out into the world, and we have high hopes that it’ll reap
dividends in terms of listenership and engagement with what
we’re making.

MPR is proud to announce a brand new video project!
“Namaste” is a new weekly video series of conversations
looking at social, political, and cultural issues of interest to the
Indian community both in India, and here in New Zealand.
We’re really happy to be able to offer this show via our Youtube
channel and to support the creators by shooting it in our studio
space.
The show is hosted by Manmit Sodhi of the Indian Show
(www.mpr.nz/show/indianshow) along with a variety of cohosts from the local Indian community, and is presented in
Hindi and Punjabi (with occasional English).
Search for "Namaste on MPR" on Youtube.

RADIO WITH OCCASIONAL
PICTURES (AND THINGS
FROM THE VAULTS)

WELCOME WHITIORA

Recently, we assisted John Thornley (of the Wesley
Methodist) show with his Palmy Vinyl Club session at the
Palmerston North Library, looking at the life and work of
Johnny Cash. In addition to the ordinary podcast version
(which you can find at www.mpr.nz/show/specials) we have
a video version of this episode, incorporating John’s slideshow
presentation. You can find that video on our Youtube channel,
and we’ll be putting video versions of the rest of John’s “Icons
Of Rock” series up there too as part of a “Palmy Vinyl Club”
playlist.
Of course, that’s not the only good thing we have in store at
our Youtube channel. We’ve been using it for ages as a
repository for live events and other initiatives that we’re proud
of and want to preserve in video form. Here’s some picks from
the vaults that I reckon are particularly worth your while:
The “Live From The Living Room” project – a series of art and
music events that took places over the course of 2019.
The “Historical NZ Music Month” playlist has a whole bunch of
great performances from local artists in various locations
around the city.
Sounds Of Summer 2019 was one of our most ambitious
years for the Sounds Of Summer project – we took the whole
show on the road around the region, and produced video
highlights of each of the concerts in all of the various
locations we held them.
To view our youtube channel, simply visit youtube.com and
search for "manawatū people's radio."
Once we reach a threshhold of subscribers on youtube, we
get to have a custom URL. If you'd consider subscribing, we'd
really appreciate it.

It’s always really satisfying (to me, Hugh, in particular) when
people encounter MPR and immediately get it.
Whitiora got his introduction to Manawatū People’s Radio
when he was a guest on Teenspective with Hannah Smith,
and reached out within a week to ask about starting his own
podcast. His show (also called “Whitiora”) is a series of
unfiltered and wide-ranging interviews, conducted with
whoever he can get his hands on (the first episode featured
his grandmother!) The goal of the show is to build
understanding of people’s common humanity and build
bridges between different generations, sexualities, ethnic
groups and so on.
You can hear Whitiora on 999am (or live online
at www.mpr.nz/live.html) on Thursday nights at 10pm, or
check out the backlog of podcast episodes at
www.mpr.nz/show/whitiora

MEMBERS OF
MPRPANUI

INDEPENDENT ACCESSIBLE MEDIA AMPLIFYING
DIVERSE AND LOCAL VOICES, CONTRIBUTING TO
POSITIVE COMMUNITY GROWTH IN OUR REGION.

VISION!
You'll see above our proposed new vision statement as
workshopped by the Manawatū Access Radio Charitable
Trust on Tuesday the 25th of August. This is what the board
(and staff) feel represents our Kaupapa, and why we do
what we do.
It conveys the importance of Independent media, accessible
to everyone in our region. It highlights the critical need to
embolden the diverse voices we have, and ensure they are
heard. Through these activities, we can define MPR's role in
community development.
Needless to say the author of this article (station manager)
is enthusiastic to see this vision sit above our mission
statement and provide context for our strategies moving
forward. Our mission being:
To provide opportunities, facilities, support and training to
individuals and organisations in our community, to create
content that reflects their views and values.
However, we are keen to hear your thoughts. Do you think we
are on the right track? Do you have a better wording? Have
we missed anything? Being a true Community Access Media
outlet, the views and opinions of the community (and
ultimately it's acceptance of our vision) matter.
If you have any feedback, think it's perfect, or want to
suggest an alternative, please email fraser@mpr.nz. And
thank you in advance for your thoughts and considerations.

BOOST YOUR RESILIENCE
Resilience has become a bit of a hot term during our
adaptation to living with a pandemic. But, how does personal
resilience look and how can it be achieved.? Helen King MPR’s resident Funding Administrator and co host of the
‘Revisiting Resilience’ programme which airs every Thursday at
at 4pm - offers some suggestions around things you can do
to bolster this:
Make Radio, make radio, make radio!
We understand that many of our readers are already very
much sold on this, but it is a way of connecting,
communicating and creating community which is of immense
importance, especially during uncertain times.
Know who your neighbours are.
They are often the people who can offer the closest
connection and conversation during difficult times as they are
literally right next door!
Local organisations. Join one!
Its a good way to become more integrated into the
community, meet new people, and share skills. Be involved.
Spend and accrue social currency.
When we think currency, generally we think money, but social
currency is about the gains and gives of having warm, kind
positive friendships and relationships. What this means, is
when things get hard, there are people who will help and
support around you, and vice versa.

Manawatū people's radio is a
platform for content created
by, for and about the
community. We are
passionate about giving voice
and space to the people.
Through MPR, you can access
the opportunities, facilities,
support and training to create:
radio programmes
podcasts
videos
events
music
community engagement
and much more, all funded
with the support of New
zealand on Air!
Ka Pai irirangi te motu!
Consider your garden and food resilience.
Growing food is a way to ensure that there is something
fresh to eat in your garden, especially when supermarket
shopping becomes trickier. There is a huge satisfaction and
benefit in growing your own fruit and vegetables, and the
outside work that goes with it.
Use local sharing shelves.
Pataka kai are found around the city and are a way of
sharing things you don’t need and finding what you do. You
will find shelves in
Feilding,
Ashhurst,
Pohangina
and
several in Palmerston
North.
Be Kind.
This needs to be a
firm part of our
collective vocabulary.
Kindness makes more
happen than its hard
to believe possible.
Check out 'Revisiting Resilience' on demand at
mpr.nz/show/revisitingresilience,
apple
podcasts,
the
access media NZ app, or wherever you get your podcasts.

